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Member News

Log in with new Touch ID

Some newer phones have the ability to
scan your fingerprint such as the
iPhone’s Touch ID feature. The Stark
Federal app now takes advantage of
this option to allow you to log in to
your account quickly. No more need to
enter a username and password - just
press your finger on the button and
you’re in. This feature can be easily
turned on and off.

Check it out! Download the app on
iTunes or Google Play.

Our goal was to deliver 100 boxes of Lego toys to local children in need. Thanks
to the generous donations from our members, we were able to deliver 121 Lego
sets! Your generosity means so much to those families stuggling this holiday
season and to the children who you helped have a very merry Christmas.

4th Quarter Dividends

.25% Rate .25% APY
Based on the success of our credit
union, the board of directors has
declared the following bonus
dividend to regular share
and secondary share accounts:

+ .10% Rate .10% APY

.35% Rate .35% APY Total

Bonus Dividend!

Your Board of Directors has
declared the following regular
dividends for the fourth quarter of
2016:

Regular Share Accounts &
Secondary Share Accounts

Winter weather takes its toll on your vehicle. The last thing you want is to deal
with car problems on a snowy morning. Turn to Stark Federal Credit Union for
your next car loan. We’ve been doing car loans since 1961, but we’ve never had car
loan rates starting as low as 2.75% APR*.

Before you sign on the dotted line, don’t forget about the great rates at Stark FCU.
Apply in person, online through our website at starkcu.org or by phone at
330.493.7602

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Application subject to approval.

Thank you for making a difference!

New year.
New car.

Experts predict that the Federal Reserve will be raising interest rates throughout 2017.

Take advantage of these low loan rates while they last.



It’s so easy to go overboard on
Christmas. If you have kids, you
want everything to be perfect for
them. You want to build priceless
memories, so spending any
amount seems worth it. If you’re
just getting started, you want to
impress your family with how to-
gether you have things. Giving ex-
travagant gifts to your family
members seems like a great idea…
until you’re staring at a huge credit
card bill in January.

However it happened, it’s impor-
tant to approach this problem rationally. The important part now is to right yourself
financially. You can’t take back gifts and return them at this point. You have to deal
with the situation that’s in front of you.

Fortunately, you’re not alone. Stark Federal is here to help. Instead of making dozens
of minimum payments, wouldn’t it be nice to focus your debt into one manageable
plan? Consolidate $1,500 of your debt with a rate as low as 5.49% APR* with
12 months to repay. This can save you money in the long run by lowering your in-
terest rate and monthly payment commitment. Rather than paying a credit card APR,
you can get the lower fixed rate on a personal loan.

Stop by any office, call us at 330.493.7602 or visitwww.starkcu.org to get
started. Remember, if you’re a current member you can apply for a loan, sign the
loan documents via email and receive the funds in your account, all without setting
foot in a Stark Federal office.

Help! I Overspent On Christmas!

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Offer ends January 31, 2017 Other restrictions may apply.

Credit Union Volunteer
Information Form

If you are interested in becoming a
volunteer at Stark FCU, please
bring in the completed form below
or call 330.493.8325.

Name

Phone

Supervisory

Loan Policy

Marketing

Asset-Liability

Board of Directors

I am interested in joining the
following committees.
(Circle all that apply.)

Watch your mail for
tax forms

You will receive a 1099 in the
mail if you acquired $10.00
or more in taxable dividend
income. Likewise, you will
receive a 1098 form if you

paid over $600 in interest on
a real estate loan.

The 56th Annual Meeting will take
place at La Pizzaria at 3656 Dressler
Rd. NW in Canton. The event will
take place on Tuesday, April 18,
2017. The doors will open at 6:00
PM and dinner will be served at 6:30
PM. Watch for sign-up information
in the March newsletter.

ANNUAL
MEETING

David Pfeil
Mortgage Originator
330.639.2300

We finance homes, big and small

Most members know that we’re a good place for savings
and car loans, but many people don’t realize we finance
homes too. Experts predict that mortgage rates will rise in
2017. Call David while rates are still low for deals on…

First Mortgages
Fixed-Rate Second Mortgages
Home Equity Lines of Credit

New Venue!

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Monday, January 16
Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 20



STARK
Federal Credit Union

Online atwww.starkcu.org
Facebook: facebook.com/StarkFCU
Twitter: twitter.com/StarkFCU

Office Hours
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - Noon
(Saturday drive-up only
service at Dressler)

Online atwww.starkcu.org

Anyhour Loan By Phone: 866.467.0427

To report a lost or stolen
debit card call 800.523.4175

To report a lost or stolen
VISA card call 1-800-442-4757

24-Hour Access Line: 330-493-3711

Dressler Office
4100 Dressler Rd. NW
Canton, OH 44718

Main Office: 330.493.8325
Main Fax: 330.493.8328

Loan Dept.: 330.493.7602
Loan Dept. Fax: 330.493.1619

Alliance Branch
310 Johnson Ave
Alliance, OH 44601
Office: 330.821.7225
Fax: 330.821.2004

Cleveland Ave. Branch
3426 Cleveland Ave. NW
Canton, OH 44709
Office: 330.493.8326
Fax: 330.493.8941

Going on vacation should mean truly ex-
periencing a new location. That’s part of
the appeal behind room-sharing sites
like AirBNB, where anyone with a spare
room can become a host. As a guest of a
local, you’ll get a real sense of a location
– and you’ll save money, too!

However, the system is based on trust,
which means crooks will try to exploit it.
The Australian Better Business Bureau
reported a six-fold increase in scams re-
lated to AirBNB in 2016. The service re-
cently expanded its offerings, allowing
users to book independently-run guided
tours or experiences in addition to
rooms. This expansion has been part of
the drive behind the increase. Before
you book at AirBNB, be aware of these
scams.

1.) Fake websites

An AirBNB host you were interested in
sends you a link to several other proper-
ties they have for rent. These properties
come complete with reviews, logos, a live
chat service, and other hallmarks of au-
thenticity. So, you think nothing of
wiring a fee to reserve your room.

But when you try confirming your reser-
vation with AirBNB, they have no record
of your transaction and don’t even have
the properties listed. What happened?

A scammer capitalized on your trust by
directing you to a fake booking website
that’s not hosted by AirBNB. These
groups go to extreme lengths to create
accurate reproductions of the official
site.

There are two ways to avoid this scam.
First, always check the URLs of sites you
visit, making sure the word AirBNB oc-
curs right next to the .com. This tells you
it’s not a phony site. Second, only pay
through AirBNB’s official checkout plat-
form, which uses modern encryption
technology.

2.) Phony excursions

A new feature of AirBNB is the ability to
book “experiences,” or days out on the
town with locals.

This creates a new opportunity for scam-
mers who can now offer phony tours.
While the company vets the
potential tours carefully, it’s
difficult for them to moni-
tor a distributed network of
service providers.

Local experiences appeal to
many visitors. However,
proceed with caution. Al-
ways check reviews (on a le-
gitimate AirBNB site)
before paying for anything!

Stay Safe From These AirBNB Scams
3.) External payment

AirBNB charges a 3% commission on
bookings done through their website.
This prompts some landlords to offer a
discount in exchange for direct payment
through a third-party processing site.
Tightfisted travelers might be tempted
to save a few bucks this way.

Resist the temptation. Payments outside
the website don’t have the conflict reso-
lution procedures usually covered by
AirBNB, so there’s no guarantee you’ll
have a room at all if you use one.

Also, no legitimate business will have
you wire funds directly to their account.
With services like PayPal, even small
businesses can now accept credit cards.
After you wire money, it’s gone. It’s
always a good idea to use only secured
forms of payment.



EASY LOAN APPLICATION

Member Name

Joint Applicant’s Name

Phone Number

Cell Phone Number

Purpose of Loan (Circle): Vehicle / Signature

If vehicle, what year, make & model?

Monthly Mortgage/Rent Payment $

Individual Credit Joint Credit Account Number

Amount Requested $

Term

Applicant’s Employer

Monthly Income $

Joint Applicant’s Employer

Joint Applicant’s Income $

Are you active duty military or a dependent of active duty
military? Yes / No

Return this application to any office or fax to 330.493.1619.

The New Year is a time of renewal; use
it to make bold financial changes. If
you’re looking for resolutions to
improve your personal finances, check
out these seven ways to make 2017 the
year of the dollar!

1.) Track your spending

Determine where your money goes.
Carefully record every dollar you spend
for a month on Stark Federal’s home
banking and smart phone app. Keeping
track of where your money ends up
may ultimately encourage you to spend
more judiciously.

2.) Make a budget

70% of Americans live financially
spontaneous lives, without planned
spending. This is a circular problem: If
your budget doesn’t include setting
aside money for long-term expenses
and savings, you’ll end up spending
everything on unplanned things and
events. Stop the cycle by creating a
budget that modifies your spending to
be more in line with your priorities.

3.) Get out of debt

The biggest stumbling block to finan-
cial security and saving towards long-
term goals is debt. Make the move
towards debt reduction this year by
adding an extra $50 or $100 to your

credit card payments. Alternatively,
focus all your payment resources on
the highest-interest debt until it’s paid
off, then move on to the next highest.

4.) Start an emergency fund

The best way to avoid going into debt is
to have some money available to
handle the occasional, yet inevitable,
emergency. Set a specific goal, like
adding $10 per month to a savings
account. At the end of the year, you’ll
have more than $100 available in case
something goes wrong.

5.) Start a retirement account

When you have a retirement account,
your monthly statements serve as
reminders to think about and plan for
your retirement. The challenge,
though, is taking that first step. Don’t
get hung-up on perfection; any kind of
retirement account is better than none.
If your job offers a 401(k) matching

program, sign up to get at least the full
matching funds amount – it’s free
money. Do a bit of research, then open
the account that seems like the best
idea.

6.) Automate your savings

Fighting that impulse to spend what
you’ve earmarked for savings is a
constant struggle; it’s easiest to take
the decision out of your hands. Change
your direct deposit to put some of your
paycheck directly into a savings ac-
count, where you won’t even think
about spending it impulsively.

7.) Get educated

Knowledge is power, and that’s
especially true in the world of personal
finance. There’s loads of information
out there; resolve to read one personal-
finance article a week. This will give
you great ideas for improving your
financial situation.

7 New Year’s Resolutions For A Richer 2017


